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ABSTRACT 

 

The effort to understand the Qur'an has been the focus among Muslims and non-Muslims since 

ancient times. Traditional interpretations of the Quran are of great importance and vital for 

understanding the meaning. However, these traditional interpretations need to be revised 

accurately, reviewed, updated and not just remain the only interpretations available. Because the 

Quran was revealed to be immortal, the final messages within it must continue to convey meanings 

for every time and place without becoming obsolete. Innovators believe that the curriculum adopted 

in the interpretation of the Qur’an no longer produces the interpretation, but a repeat of what was 

said before, so those interpretations are no longer viable in modern times that continue to change. 

According to the Conservatives, the use of contemporary interpretations such as linguistic tools 

produces linguistic dimensions, but the actual applications were not a scientific practice, because 

of the backgrounds of those in charge of them. Therefore, this study aims to establish a practical 

approach between traditional interpretations and contemporary linguistic studies, through 

descriptive and analytical methods. The findings revealed the need to renew the Qur’anic studies 

curriculum and enriching them in the light of contemporary scientific methods. We must 

distinguish between "contemporary reading" as a modern scientific approach, and the ideological 

applications. This study postulates the adoption of a combination of Naqli and Aqli approach to 

revive a renewed understanding of the Qur’an. 
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 لخص امل

اجلهد   القرآن العظيم  كان  لفهم  و ب  قد حضي   الكرمي،   املبذول  املسلمني  بني  املسلمنيكذلك  رتكيز  القدم.   ، غري  منذ 
هلا أمهية كبرية وحيوية لفهم املعىن. ومع ذلك ، جيب مراجعة هذه التفسريات التقليدية بدقة   ؛ التفسريات التقليدية للقرآن ف
يجب أن تستمر فالتفسريات الوحيدة املتاحة. نظرًا ألن القرآن قد ظهر خالًدا،    تكون هي   ل وأْن  ها وحتديثها  نقيحوت
أن املنهج   داثيون واجملددون يعتقد احللذا  .  عفو عنها الزمننقل املعاين لكل زمان ومكان دون أن ي  هنائية ف الال  ريستفاال

تكرار ملا قيل من قبل، لذلك مل تعد هذه التفسريات قابلة   إنه  الذي مت تبنيه ف تفسري القرآن مل يعد ينتج التفسري، بل
فإن استخدام التفسريات املعاصرة مثل األدوات   ؛وفًقا للمحافظنيا  أم .  جديد للتطبيق ف األزمنة احلديثة اليت تستمر ف الت

اللغوية ينتج أبعاًدا لغوية، لكن التطبيقات الفعلية مل تكن ممارسة علمية، نظرًا خللفيات املسؤولني عنها. لذلك، هتدف 
الوصفي   منهج من خالل املو   . ة إىل إنشاء هنج عملي بني التفسريات التقليدية والدراسات اللغوية املعاصرةقر و هذه ال 

كشفت النتائج عن احلاجة إىل جتديد منهج الدراسات القرآنية وإثرائها ف ضوء األساليب العلمية املعاصرة.   ،التحليلي
هذه الدراسة اعتماد   وصي . تاملغرضة  نهج علمي حديث والتطبيقات اإليديولوجية مجيب أن منيز بني "القراءة املعاصرة" ك و 

 ج النقلي والعقلي إلحياء الفهم املتجدد للقرآن. نهاملمزيج من  

.التأويل،  القرآن، التفسريات التقليدية، التفسريات املعاصرة  الكلمات املفتاحية:   
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Introduction 

Since ancient times, no greater attention has been paid to any books, of study and scrutiny, such as 

that paid to the Holy Qur’an, where the Qur'an is a subject of interest and study for a lot of ancient 

and modern scholars. Libraries  also contain numerous volumes of old and modern interpretations 

of the Holy Qur’an commensurate with different methodologies of scholars. The great 

interpretative heritage was founded through several periods of time; hence the desire of many 

conservatives to preserve this heritage, considering it satisfactory, and adequate interpretations 

which involve detailed accurate explanations. 

But innovators prefer to go beyond these traditional interpretations, deeming them only appropriate 

for a bygone historical era. They call for adopting contemporary interpretations, which they claim 

to be the alternative to those traditional interpretations. (Haj, Abdul Rahman. 2006). The problem 

began with the emergence of Western theories and methods of analysis, and an attempt by some 

writers and critics to apply them to the Qur’an, considering the Holy Qur’an a text in the scientific 

sense, in order to subject the Qur’an to Western analysis theories and methods like those texts of 

humans. 

The problem is that many of the contemporary interpretations contain secular exaggerations, 

detrimental to the process of interpretation, as well as some philosophical interpretations of a lot of 

philosophy and logic terms, that would complicate the text and make it lose the spirit approach of 

Allah. These curricula attempt to withhold the guidance and spirituality of the Holy Qur’an  by 

adopting verbal study plans. (Abdullah, Al- Awdah, 2011) So conservatives stand against 

contemporary interpretations, claiming that they are detrimental to the Book of Allah; and that 

some Arabs work on those interpretations in terms of ideological attitude and not from a neutral 

scientific perspective (al-Haj Ibrahim, Abdul Rahman, 2011). The ideological way by which these 

curricula have been employed under the pretext of contemporary and renewal was the cause of the 

escalation of the conservatives’ negative obsession with any new attempt of interpretation. 

Thus, different views and positions exist over the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. Some call for 

the preservation of heritage and interpretations considering  

them sufficient; and others believe it needs to be revised, while yet others call to work according 

to contemporary interpretations, which is unacceptable to the conservatives. But many of the 

Qur’an topics require a scientific explanation in the light of the latest contemporary science. 

Mindful these positions, USIM University adopts an integrative approach, calling for the principle 

of combining Naqli and Aqli science, according to a scientific approach that takes advantage of the 

interpretative heritage. This approach allows other views to be built upon the interpretative heritage, 

and to develop it according to the latest curricula and contemporary theories, i.e. there is a need for 

contemporary studies to be founded on the interpretative heritage of the constitutive premise to 

ensure the effectiveness of these studies, their modernization and integration with the latest 

curriculum. Consequently, the research aims to evaluate the position of the traditional 
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interpretations of the Holy Qur’an against contemporary interpretations, in order to determine the 

extent to which contemporary interpretations can be incorporated. 

A closer look at the interpretations of heritage 

The interpretation of the traditional curriculum in the Naqli science is created by the early Muslims 

based on their faith and their love for the Book of Allah. The researchers believe that the amount 

of heritage of Naqli interpretation that has been left for us by our predecessors is indispensable in 

looking for the meanings of the Holy Qur’an. Though the interpreters’ sources were varied and 

their curricula in the way of interpretation diversified, the generated interpretations have not 

contradicted but integrated  into an indispensable scientific wealth. The scholars have concluded 

that the miracle of the Qur'an lies in its systems of composition, style, structures, and the layout of 

its letters in its words in its entirety, and the coordination of these sentences ... is an aspect of 

linguistic perfection" (Rafii, 2005: 214). 

Despite the great importance of the heritage interpretations, this importance does not justify being 

satisfied with this great heritage of Nqli science that appeared during a specific time and 

circumstances. However, there is a need to work towards the Naqli heritage interpretation in order 

to get rid of impurities and some distractions (Abdullah, Awodah. 2011). 

Notwithstanding the greatness of all these interpretations of the Naqli science, they still require 

review and refinement to purify the books of interpretation from falsehoods and myths. This is not 

a call to heresy or misguidance, but an important requirement; “because we need to be dealing with 

the Holy Qur’an without any obstacles hindering the reader from touching the truth of the Holy 

text" (Ashour, 1997: 118).  

A Closer Look to Assess The Contemporary Interpretations 

Western language-based  curricula are a human effort. Delving into the study of Western curricula 

will not be possible without linking them to their philosophical origins. Hence, possessing a good 

knowledge of philosophical and intellectual assets for Western Studies leads to a deep study which 

allows screening results (Lkhlif, 2007).  

Modern applications of the Holly Qur’an can be classified into three groups, namely: 

The first group: Ideological tendentious readings, covered up  with Linguistics, and contemporary 

readings, using these tools in some arbitrariness, to underestimate the sanctity of the Qur'an in order 

to refute its concepts and call for their abandonment. This attempt was incompatible with scientific 

controls, containing scientific errors stemming from these projects (Rustam, Mohammed bin Zainal 

Abidin, 2011). The aim of those readings is the undermining of the meanings of the Qur'an, so that 

they become irrelevant or unnecessary today. They claim that the producer of significance is a text 

reader, which is far removed from the origins and rules of interpretation (Al-Harbi, Hussein bin Ali 

2015). 

This group has been working on the adaptation of Western curricula; facilitating the interpretation 

of the Holy Qur’an in accordance with the intellectual beliefs, and postulating that the text indicates 
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something is inappropriate (Ibrahim, 2002). That was kind of arbitrary and an encroachment that 

was a disguised interpretation using coercive methodological mechanisms, adopted in a critical 

attitude of interpretive heritage position. This criticism does not adhere to scientific disciplines but 

is founded on cherished mistaken assumptions (Hermas, Abdul Razzaq: 110). The reading of 

Shahrour is a model for that (al-Haj Ibrahim, Abdul Rahman, 2011).  These applications were to 

confirm validity of their secular beliefs. Because of this, linguistics gained a very bad reputation in 

Islamic circles because of its association  

with secular and ideological orientations (Mohammedi, 2011). As Arkoun did in his prolific 

writings on the Holy Quran (Alqiyam, 2011). The practical application and the metaphorical 

reading that he calls to become an internal reading, because it is an ideological secular, not a 

scientific reading (Ibrahim, 1999). 

This is in addition to the Hermetic interpretive thought of the study of the Qur'an, through a view 

that undervalues the holiness of the Qur'anic text. In the forefront of these is Nasr Hamid Abu Zeid, 

in his book: “The concept of text: study in the sciences of the Qur’an”. Some contemporary readings 

have resulted in an ideological interpretation of the Qur'an, allowing some to analyse the texts of 

the Qur'an according to their preferences. This trend makes the text depend on the recipient (Taj 

al-Din, N.D: 19). 

Therefore, it raised fears among the Islamists, because of the interpretation and tampering with the 

manifestations of the Qura’nic text. In the introduction to Nabil Khayat's book, al-Bouti says: "The 

work of some of the linguistics is the work of those who dream of making this experience a hidden 

way of tampering with fixed facts in the religion of Allah by tampering with the rules of philology" 

(Khayyat, 1997: 13). 

One of the drawbacks of modern reading is its disregard for the positivism, which the authors 

themselves have insisted on (Barthes, 1994: 16). This tendency which blatantly contradicts the 

characteristics of the Qur'anic text, collides with the most important dimension – the divine source. 

The other drawback for most of the contemporary readings is their treatment of those approaches 

and tools as fixed facts, which is not the case. While their authors insist on using it to study the text 

of the divine source, a separation from a human status (Haj Ibrahim, Abdel Rahman 2011). 

The second group: A rigorous scientific study created a new methodological approach, combining 

Quranic study, linguistic data, and philosophical concepts. It is a unique contribution, a bold step 

and a uniquely original methodology. These studies are useful for linguists, philology, and rhetoric 

specialists. But it did not provide a new interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. One of these studies is 

Mounir's book, (1997): “The Qur'anic Text from the Sentence to the World”. The aim is to try to 

understand, analyse and interpret the Qur'anic text in accordance with the approach of the  

Qur'anic text, a new approach with modern tools, without losing the authenticity of the relation 

between the relative and the transcendent. 

The third group: Neutral scientific readings, consisting of university theses, articles, and books, 

which use those linguistic tools to understand the Qur'an. And these attempts achieved many 
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linguistic and philosophical results. This can be described as employing the Qur'anic text to clarify 

linguistic dimensions in a particular curriculum, while the opposite is supposed to be true; that is 

to use those linguistic tools to achieve a better understanding of the Qur'an. Most of these studies 

have yielded many results in linguistics and language issues but have not added anything new to 

the traditional interpretations. It has been difficult so far to provide a modern interpretation that 

serves the purpose of Allah Almighty in the Holly Qur’an, so as to harmonize it with the great 

reputation of contemporary linguistics. 

The Need for Contemporary Interpretations 

Allah has ordered us to master the Holly Qur'an, and to keep it as a legislator of serious scientific 

interpretations, because it is the final message to the worlds; where its signs do not end until the 

Hour. The Holly Qur’an is a text that goes beyond the curriculum as much as the curriculum opens 

up prospects for reading it. When we find that the text is no longer  possible to interpret, and is no 

longer read only for this last interpretation, that is an indication of the exhaustion of the curriculum. 

Therefore, the search for a new approach and the development of the curriculum in the study of the 

Qur'anic text represents a historical and religious need together (Abdulrahman, 2006). Accordingly, 

the exhaustion of the meanings of the Qur'anic text is practically impossible, so that when we think 

so, this means we have exhausted our tools and consumed our own curricula, not the text. The signs 

of divine revelation cannot be fully detected (Ennifar, n.d). The attempt by some to interpret the 

Qur'anic significance through things from outside the Holy Qur’an, or by certain philosophy, or in 

the light of Marxist theory, or by any social theory whatsoever, is an attempt to distance the Qur'an 

from its Qur'anic values as described by Sheikh Dr Yusuf Al Qaradawi (Abd Aljawad, 2009). 

The interpretation of the Qur'anic text means adherence to the original text, with a reconsideration 

of the human effort to interpret this text, in accordance with the  

circumstances of the times, so that discourse can be renewed. No legal responsibility without 

renewable text addressing the successive generations. Each generation is  

charged with reading the text and interpreting it, while complying with the terms of interpretation. 

"The interpretation of the Qur'an is not limited to one generation, otherwise the text field does not 

display any substantive interpretation. The Muslims' consciousness is connected, continuous and 

accumulated, and this is part of the good inheritance" (Abdullah, 2011). We need to develop it 

creatively and renew it according to the latest mental sciences, according to the scientific data of 

the era in which we live. We cannot claim that one generation has had the exclusive right to interpret 

the Holly Qur’an (Nabhan, n.d.). 

It is therefore difficult to prove the cessation of "ijtihad" in the establishment of research methods 

and tools for the exploration and analysis of the meaning of the Qur'anic text, thus providing for 

the possibility of new approaches (Mazzik, 1998: 30). It can be said that contemporary reading has 

its legitimacy as a product of the present age, regardless of the integrity and truthfulness of this 

product. The question remains, however, about how far these approaches and tools have gone 

beyond their heritage (Abdulrahman, 2011). 
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In the light of these facts, a group of researchers remained committed to the old Arab studies, 

without seeking to develop them. The other team gave the trend of modernity. Thus, both groups 

sharpened the correct approach, and the efforts of all were dispersed and often contradicted, without 

achieving the desired results (Bofatih, 2010: 40).  

Renewed in the interpretation, is a renewal of thought, culture and curriculum, but not the renewal 

of the constants of religion, as some intellectual currents say. Religion, as a divine revelation, may 

not be increased, altered, duplicated, or disabled by the pretext of the times and the like, thereby 

changing the words from their (right) places (Hamdushi, 2006: 14). In "Renewal is really a kind of 

systematic change that is controlled by the values of the Qur’an and the Sunnah" (Obeid, 1994: 36). 

Therefore, modern studies must be established on the richness of our heritage from foundations to 

ensure the effectiveness of these studies and their integration to achieve the desired results. 

Conclusion: 

The Qur'an is the Book of Allah to all people in all times and places. This means that its signs do 

not end until the Hour. A team of researchers has remained steadfast in the ancient Arab 

interpretations, without seeking to develop them and renew them. While others were influenced by 

Western approaches and modern linguistic methods and tools. But when we find that the text cannot 

get more meaning, this indicates that the curriculum is no longer capable of making new 

interpretations. 

Findings: 

a) The Qur'an must be constantly contemporary, constantly producing its significance, and 

renewable of meanings over time. Thus, it requires renewed interpretations, because its meanings 

are inexhaustible. 

b) There is a great distance between "contemporary reading" as a modern scientific approach, and 

"contemporary reading" as completed practical applications, which have been characterized by 

failure because of the ideological way in which they have been employed, which was the reason 

for the fear of any new attempt at interpretation or critical review. 

c) The renewal and enrichment of the curricula of the Qur'anic studies in the light of contemporary 

scientific curricula is a constantly needed work, not because of inadequate interpretative discourse; 

but to open the horizons of new scientific meanings, and to explore the potential of the Qur'anic 

text, which goes beyond the curriculum, in so much as it opens the curriculum prospects of reading. 

Recommendations: 

a) The need to adopt the approach of combining the Aqli and Naqli sciences, which is led by the 

University of Islamic Sciences of Malaysia (USIM), through the reading of Arabic heritage of 

linguistic and criticism; in order to read it carefully, screen it scientifically and to revive a new 

developed understanding of the text. 
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b) To develop the interpretation through renewable Aqli sciences. We will find in the Naqli science 

a lot of useful explanations, which can be developed through contemporary science. 

c) The need to distinguish between "contemporary reading" according to a scientific approach, and 

"contemporary reading" as completed practical applications. 
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